Our Vision

We are an urban community bridging generations, aiming to be good neighbors on
Capitol Hill. We value sharing and seek health, both for ourselves and our planet.

Our Values

Sharing

Neighborhood Partnership

Sharing is the bedrock of our community. We commit
to supporting each other by sharing resources and
knowledge, and embracing life’s experiences good and
bad.

Recognizing the limitations of insular living, we commit
to being an active part of our Capitol Hill neighborhood
as both leaders and learners.

Environmental Awareness

Knowing that a community is only as healthy as its
members, we commit to taking responsibility for our
personal growth and development, both physical and
emotional.

Understanding the web of life is complex, we commit to
making conscious choices that honor our relationship to
the earth.

Intergenerational
Appreciating the wisdom that comes from every stage
of life, we foster a community that supports each
individual from child to elder.

Healthy Individuals

Building
Community
on Capitol
Hill

Healthy Community
In order to foster healthy relationships and a healthy
community, we commit to communicating with
respect, compassion, authenticity, with the intention of
identifying solutions together.

www.capitolhillurbancohousing.org

Capitol Hill Urban
Cohousing Community

Capitol Hill Urban Cohousing Community
Our story started with Grace Kim & Mike Mariano,
architects at Schemata Workshop who have studied
Cohousing, written a book on Designing the Cohousing
Common House, and designed Daybreak Cohousing in
Portland. They have held a vision of urban cohousing for
many years and purchased the property on Capitol Hill in
2008, hoping to attract others who share their values.
Since 2010 they have held Cohousing 101 workshops
which has led to the 9 households pictured below being
attracted by the shared values of Capitol Hill urban living
in community. Together we have been meeting regularly,
building a strong sense of community while enhancing
our skills with facilitated workshops in communication,
meeting facilitation, decision making, conflict resolution.
If you are interested in more information
about how to get involved please email info@
capitolhillurbancohousing.org. Periodically we hold info
sessions on Capitol Hill.

The Details
• Our property is located at 1720 12th Avenue
between Howell & Olive on the east side of the
street. We are currently under construction.
• We are close to the new Broadway Light Rail
Station and Cal Anderson Park.
• There will be no parking provided.
• We are using a unique long-term rental model
that will begin at market rates and be kept
artifically as low as is possible.
• We are targeting high sustainable design
standards for achieving as many highperformance sustainability metrics for energy and
water usage as is financially feasible both now
and planning for future upgrades.
• Construction began Fall 2014.
Anticipated occupancy January 2016.
• There will be a working, year-round Urban Farm.
• We are a smoke-free and gun-free community.
We allow pets, plan to have inclusive shared
meals a few times a week. We are child-friendly,
providing childcare for workshops, etc.
• Current demographics: 9 mos to
mid-60s, families, couples & singles.
• Number of homes: 9
• Home sizes: 800-1100 sf (2-3 BR)
• Membership: $30K one time fee
plus $40 monthly dues.

About Cohousing
Cohousing is a type of collaborative housing in which
residents actively participate in the design and operation
of their own communities. Cohousing residents are
consciously committed to living as a community. The
physical design encourages both social contact and
individual space. Private homes contain all the features
of conventional homes, but residents also have access to
extensive common facilities which can typically inlcude
a community kitchen, great-room, and other shared
open spaces such as courtyards and gardens.

What are the 6 Defining Characteristics
of Cohousing?*
While these characteristics aren’t always true of all
cohousing, together they serve to distinguish cohousing
from other types of collaborative housing:
1. Participatory process.
2. Community design input.
3. Common facilities.
4. Resident management.
5. Non-hierarchical structure and
decision-making.
6. No shared community economy.
* from Cohousing Association of US website:
www.cohousing.org

